Below is a selection of cards and letters sent home from our troops during the 1st World War. Some are from training camps in England and others from the front line.
All were written in pencil and had to pass censorship. Many letters were reproduced in the local press, the Craven Herald, West Yorkshire Pioneer and the Colne Times. All carry

messages of reassurance to those back home and are often poignant and timelessly moving.
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¢ Ghe Lord walch bebween me and thee, when we are absent one from another.’’

Christmas, 1916.
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EABBY SOLDIER’B TRIBUTE TO BRITISHV

OFFICERS.

Pﬂvate Walter Spexxcer, of the Durham 'Light
Infantry (son of Mr. T. Spencer, 34, ‘Albion
.Btreet, Earby) writing to one of his friends in
Earby undcr date September 23rd, gives an

interesting ~ account. o! ‘his experience in thﬁ :

following words :— :

‘ We have now been in the ing ; line tor four
like being here for some considera.ble ﬁ
Although we are dirty, we are stil 12
ou
n faot, if it was qob for the dedd one
bout one would hot think tha
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| day anything ag
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ou, because’ from what' I have seen myselt e
as no superior, All clas8 distinctions vanis
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thing 80 | serio

on agtive servxcq s they live on the same ratxona‘

‘a8 us, sleep under the same conditions, ahd go
unwashed and unshaved juat like the rest of us.
| The geatest fault he has is that he exposes him-
self firé’much more than is necessary. It is
no uncommon thing to see a private ask an oﬂlcer
for tobacco or matches, and vice versa, = |
We had rather a rough time of dtlast & unda.y,
our losses being rather heavy, but the German
losses must have beph terrible. . One: regiment
in our brigade suffered heavily through Ger-
man treachery. A large party of them came in
with the white, flag, and when this particular
‘regiment went out to take them prigoners they
turned their machine guns -on them! Another
garty of Germans,;came in last night to surren-
er, but they did not get the chance to usd their
treachery this time. Our'fellows let into them
and they fled, leaving 200 wounded behmd

"All the Germa.ns I .have seen logk hungry,

weary and haggard, and from the. stories: ‘of
prisoners they are tired and ‘‘.fed up ' with the
war. We are up against. the pick of the Gerrhan
Army here and the general i impression is that we
have a ‘ soft job *lon, 50 that if we clear this lob
the remainder should be| easy.

Perhaps you would like to know what it feels
like to be under fire for the first time,

soon wears off, and when one sees one’s chums

dropping it makes one feel all the more eager to
this the artillery gins on’

While I.am writin

| both sides are boomihg just as hard as ever;

in fact, they never seem to cease. One thing I
‘must not- forget. After last Sunday's" batt.le
we received a mess
congratulating us, for-hanging om to our position
despite .the heavy . losses and artillery fire.
By the way, I have not. received aline from an

one since arriving l}h country. Whi{

I am writing this ve had my rifle on the 43D

of my trench, and it has just been knocked off
y & German bullet and rendered unserviceable.
I think this is about all this tim

80 ‘“au revoir,’’
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the central blue;

darkly thro’ the storm

the World.
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Loud above the world-wide murmur of the
south wind rushing warm
And the standards of the peoples, looming

Till the war drum throbbed no longer, and
the battle-flags were furled
In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of

With Hearty Greetings for Xmas
ana’ QCew Year.
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For | dipt into the future, far as human eye

Saw the vision of the world, and all the won-

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there

From the nations’ airy navies, grappling in

Tennyson

TO ALL

D ear Mate, here's a line or two, and tho’ the missive’s small,
Q,{{I‘ will serve to show, tho' miles away, | ne’er forget you all ;
,A nd hope that it will find you well, your cares and wosries few,

A nd that the war soon ends, so | return again to you.



